
In the past too man y towns and citi es annex ed areas, but fai led f o r y ears to 
provide adequate service to "new residents." Th erefore , in 19 59 the Nort h Caro lina 
General Assembly adopted annexa ti o n laws which clearly define S tate poli cy with re 
spect to municipal annexat i on or urban areas. It was declared that as a matter of 
St ate polic y . 

1. Sound urban development is es sential to the continued economic de v elop ment 
of North Carolina. 

2. Municipalities are created to provide the governmental services essential 
f or sound urban development and for the protection o f health, sa fety and 
welfare in areas being intensel y used f or residential, commercial, in d u s
trial, institutional and governmental purposes or in areas undergoing su ch 
development. 

3. Municipal b oundaries should be extended i n accordance with LEGISLATIVE 
STANDARDS appl ic a ble throughout the S tate to include such areas and to pro
vide the high qualit y of g o vernmental services needed therein f or t h e p ub lic 
health, sa fety, and welfare. 

The annexation law sets f or th t he controlling conditions and procedures t o be 
f ollowed by local gov ernmental units in undertaking a program o f annexa tio n. Th ese 
re quire a municipalit y , p ri o r to annexation of an y area, to prepare a report and 
map s stating future plans for t he extension o f each ma j or cit y ser v ice t o the ar e a 
to be annexed and t h e method of fin an cing. Such a r eport must include th e follow 
ing' 

1. A general and engineering des cription of the area proposed to be annexed. 

2. A statement s howing tha t the area proposed to be annexed meets th e legi sla
tive standards p rescribed by G. S. 160.453.16; which generally includes the 
following: 

a ) The area to b e annexed mu st be contiguous co the city li mits. 

b) At least one-eight (1/ 8) of the t otal boundary of the area mu st c oin
cide wi th t h e municipal boundary. 

c) No par t of the area may be withi n another municipality. 

d) Part or all of the a r ea must be developed for urban purposes. 
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